
Victorian Terraces
The terraced streets of Sneinton were
built rapidly by local builders at the end
of the nineteenth century. The old village
was swamped but many original buildings
were retained and some are mentioned in this
guide. A farm,  Shepherd’s Farm. was still op-
erating on the site of the Hermitage Communi-
ty Centre until 1900.
The terraces were a major improvement on the
crowded slums around Sneinton Market. Hous-
es were built of locally made red brick with
slate roofs. There are many individual touches
like decorative brickwork and tiled porches

Take a fresh look at

SNEINTON...

 explore its colourful history

Village Sneinton
Sneinton was a village on the outskirts of
Nottingham until the end of the nine-
teenth century. The original road pattern
and some of the original buildings remain
until today, forming the basis of this her-
itage trail.
The village was built on a hill and its
windmill and church dominate the local
landscape and can be seen from many
parts of the city.

Hermitage Caves
The high stone wall along Sneinton Her-
mitage covers a sandstone cliff along
which was a row of rock houses which
became a local tourist attraction.

 They included a coffee house and two pubs.
Back rooms were carved into the sandstone
and used for businesses such as a dairy and
brewery. Around 1900 the frontages were re-
moved to make way for railway expansion.

A small section of caves remain near Lees Hill
Footway. A chimney and holes to support floor
beams are still visible. Steps lead down to fur-
ther caves, which may have been a brewery,
and a dip well.

Sculptures of Sneinton
Sneinton has a surprising number of pub-
lic sculptures.
A fountain in the mill yard celebrates Green’s
mathematical formulae. A statue of bare fist
boxing champion Bendigo stands on top of the
Hermitage (formerly Bendigo) pub in Hermit-
age Square.

The most recent is a stainless steel sculpture
of a dragon standing guard over the area on
the corner of Sneinton Hermitage and Manvers
Street. It was created by local sculptor Rob
Stubley in 2006.

St. Stephen’s Church
There has been a church on this site since
medieval times. Stone from earlier churches is
used in the churchyard wall. The current
church retains the coating of soot from facto-
ries and coal fires which once covered all Not-
tingham buildings. The tower and clock from
the 1838 church were retained in the last re-
building of 1909-12, designed by Bodley and
Hare. Services continued in the older building
as the new church was constructed around it.

 The “classic C of E” church has an ornate inte-
rior, with a carved altarpiece from Oberammer-
gau. Its high roof “provides endless vistas.”
The choir stalls are medieval, originating from
St. Mary’s in the Lace Market. A local man sal-
vaged them when they were thrown out, an
early example of the Sneinton passion for
recycling.St. Stephen’s has had a series of col-
ourful vicars.

The Calvary war memorial in the churchyard
dates from 1920 and was restored in 2006.
George Green and his partner are buried on
the Manor Street side.

The churchyard is being maintained as a grass-
land meadow to restore the insects and flow-
ers that once thrived in it. Some of its older
trees have been lost to disease and a horse
chestnut (pictured) lost its limbs to a mini ty-
phoon in 2007.

Castle Street
There is no castle, but a quirky building
known as “the Towers”. This may have been
designed by noted architect T.C.Hine. Legend
has it the tower was built to enable the owner
to see his barges on the canal.

The street has several interesting buildings.
No. 1 was constructed with decorative wood-
work in a Victorian mock-Tudor style. On the
corner of the Hollows are flats which formerly
housed the Old Wrestlers pub. A gravestone
discovered during renovation serves as paving
at the entrance to the yard.

One of the oldest buildings in Sneinton is Jas-
mine Cottage, built on a rocky outcrop at the
corner of Thurgarton Street.

William Booth
Birthplace Museum

William Booth, internationally famous as
founder of the Salvation Army, was born
at 12 Notintone Place, Sneinton, in 1829.
The terrace was swept away during redevelop-
ment in the late 1960s, but three houses, in-
cluding No. 12, were retained and form the
centrepiece of the award winning Memorial
Complex which includes a playgroup, day care
centre and residential home operated by the
Salvation Army. At the age of 13 William Booth
had to leave school due to his father’s financial
problems. He was apprenticed to a pawnbroker
in Goosegate and witnessed the poor housing
conditions and poverty common in Nottingham
at that time.
In 1844 he converted to Methodism at the
Broad Street Chapel (now Broadway Cinema).
He preached on the streets and at the age of
17 collected together a ragged group of young
supporters which he led into the best seats of
the Broad Street Chapel to a hostile reception.
In 1849 he moved away from Nottingham and
by 1852 became a full time preacher. He
formed a Christian Mission in the poor areas of
the east end of London. This eventually devel-
oped into the Salvation Army in 1878. Booth
became its leader and General.
A branch of the Salvation Army started in Not-
tingham, holding open-air meetings at Snein-
ton Market.
The Salvation Army had a hostile reception at
first with members sometimes being assaulted
or pelted with missiles. The women’s bonnets
were developed as protective headgear.
But its campaigning for better conditions for
workers and provision of accommodation and
assistance for the poor and homeless eventual-
ly won widespread admiration. By 1915 the
William Booth Memorial Halls were built at Bath
Street, funded by the City of Nottingham and
local subscribers.
William Booth continued to write and go on
preaching tours. He received the Freedom of
the City of Nottingham in 1905, and died in
1912 at the age of 83.
 The Salvation Army has spread worldwide and
members from various countries visit Sneinton
and the birthplace of its founder.

Village Pub - Lord Nelson
The 18th Lord Nelson pub was originally
two early cottages which were combined
to form a coaching inn called Hornbuck-
les. It still has the feel of the country pub it
was until the city grew round it, with low ceil-
ings with beams and a number of snugs.In an
area where gardens are rare, the Nelson man-
aged to retain its beer garden. It is known lo-
cally as the “White House”.

George Green
a “Self Taught Mathematical Genius”

George Green Junior was in his teens
when the mill was built. Though he had
little schooling he was interested in math-
ematics, using the top floor of the mill as
a study. In 1828 he published “An Essay on
the Application of Mathematical Analysis to the
Theories of Electricity and Magnetism” which
was little appreciated at the time but proved to
be valuable to physicists in the next century. In
1833 he let the mill and become an undergrad-
uate at Cambridge University where he contin-
ued his research. He returned to Notintone
Place in Sneinton where he died in 1841 and
was buried in St. Stephen’s churchyard.

The mill did not operate for long, standing
empty from the 1860s. In 1924 local solicitor
Oliver Hind bought it and put on a copper cap
to keep it from the weather.  He was the first
person to feel the mill should be used to com-
memorate Green’s work, and put up a plaque
to his memory. He let the mill to a manufactur-
er of furniture polish, but it caught fire in 1947
and burnt out.

 In 1974 a professor from Nottingham Univer-
sity started to campaign for its restoration and
set up a memorial fund. The campaign contin-
ued for a decade, drawing support from local
residents as well as scientists, with the restora-
tion of the mill completed in 1986.

The statue of Booth in the courtyard is a fibre-
glass copy of the original bronze statue by G.E.
Wade of 1929 which is at the Salvation Army
Training College in London.

Green’s Mill
When it was built in 1807 Green’s Mill
was one of the largest and most modern
windmills around, constructed of brick 5
stories high. Mr. Green built a fine house
next door (still standing) and owned land near-
by which was rented out as “Green’s Gardens”
(some of which are still allotments).

���������	
����
�	��������	����
�

�������	�������	��������
�
�������	����

���	�������	������	�����

���	����	 �����

�����������	�
�������

���������	
����
�	��������	����
�

�������	�������	��������
�
�������	����

���	�������	������	�����

���	����	 �����

�����������	�
�������


